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Popular Southwest Man
to Be at Head of the

State Fair.

WILL BE ELECTED
FINAL PRESIDENT

Charter to Be Gotten Shortly
and Capital Stock is to Be

Made $150,000.Well-
Known Richmond
Men Elected to

Positions. 1

The committee of twenty-tkree having
charge of the Virginia State Fair Asso¬
ciation, held p. meeting at Murphy's
Hotel last night, and gave tho proposed
State Fair, to be held next fall, a long
push. They selected temporary officers,
nil of whom will likely bo made perma¬
nent, and whose personnel will mean a

great deal toward the success of thu
pioject.
They are Hon. Henry C. Stuart, of Rus¬

sell, chairman'; Mr, John Stewart Bryan,
of Richmond, vice-chairman; 11. Lee Lor¬

raine, Richmond, secretary·; Captain John
S. Ellett, Richmond, treasurer.
The election of Air. Stuart as the pre¬

siding officer had been anticipated, but
Is nevertheless Interesting. He Is ono of
the most distinguished ligures In the
public eye of Virginia to-day.

A Strong Leader.
He is a man of about the middle age

of life, who has yet reaped a good many
honors nt the hands of his people, lie
Is probably the most distinguished leader
of the Lemocratic party In Southwest
Virginia, but since his appointment by
Governor Montague as a member of tbe
State Corporation Commission, he has
not been active as a party leader.

^

Air. Stuart is a nephew of the late
General J. E. B. Stuart and a former
State senator from his district. He was
n decided leader In the recent Slnte Con¬
stitutional Convention, and had a great
deal to do with framing the ordinances
on corporations and on suffrage.

Air. Stuart Is ono of the largest stock¬
breeders In Southwest Virginia, and those
who have, put him at the head of the pro¬
posed Stato Fair are not unmindful ici
his love for good horse llcsh.
The other othcers are all well-known

here, Mr. Bryan, who is made vice-
chairman of the temporary organization,
and who will bo the permanent vice-
president, Is vice-president and general
manager of the Tlmes-Dlspatch Company,
while Mr. Lorraine afîd Captain Allen
are both well-known business men.

All Harmonious.
The meeting was presided over by Air.

If. Lee Lorraine, and Sir. Charles a.
Cook was made secretary.
Letters were received from Alessrs. L.

Z. Morris. W. J. Lcake and A- L. Adam-
son; regretting their inability to attend,
and Air. A. D. Payne, of Charlottesvlhe,
sent a letter saying he would co-operate
In every possible way to make the fair
a success.
When nominations were In order for

chairman, Colone; John Murphy named
Hon. Henry C. Stuart, of Russell, In a
speech replete with happy compliments.
Everybody seemed to second Air. Stu¬

art's nomination, and -he was unani¬
mously elected amfd great applaus_,
The other officers were then chosen

with similar .harmony an'd enthusiasm.
Tho committee discussed a good many

other matters relating to the fair, and
there is every prospect thnt the project
will be completely successful.
The charter will be secured from the

State Corporation Commission In a few
days, and the maximum capital stock
will be $150,000. The par valuo of the
i-hares of stock will be $25.

WOMAN'S CLUB WONT
JOIN THE FEDERATION
(By Associated Press.)

B1RAI1NGHAAI, ALA., Nov. 23,-The
Alabama Föderation of Woman's Clubs,
In session hero to-day, voted down by
ono voto a resolution providing for join¬
ing the General Federation of Women's
Clubs. Tho admission of negro delegates
at th Milwaukee meeting of the General
Federation llgured prominently In the
discussions. Thero seemed to bo a sen¬
timent among the Alabama club women
favoring tho formntlon of a Gulf States
Federation.
The autopsy on Airs. Hammond's body,

completed nt midnight, demonstrated con¬
clusively that tho woman wns first badly
boaten and then strangled to death.

CHARGES OF HERESY
AGAINST DR. BRADLEY

(Bv Associated Press.)
A'BWNAN, GA., .»ov. 23..At the meet¬

ing of tho North Carolina Conference
of tho Methodist Episcopal durch, South,
hero to-day Bishop W. W. Duncan ap¬
pointed a commlttoo to Investigato charges
of heresy against Rev. H. S, Bradloy,
D. D., of Atlanta, preferred by Rev. J",
N, Snow, of Atlanta. This committee
will go Into the matter of the chnrges
fully and malto a report to tho conference
probably by Saturday.

Hand Ground Off.
(Special to The Tlmos-Dlspatoh.)

WILSON, VA., Novembor 23,.Air. J. T.
Hardy, a prominent saw-mill man, also
postmaster at Paolo's Siding, just onst
of hero, had his hand ground off in his
i4*'ier-nilll this morning while working
niiout the machine, Thu hand will havo
to b0 umpuUtetl,

IM TORTANT AWAHI1 OV TYPEWRITERS.
Orozet, Va., Nov. 23, IS«,

'i'he Miller Manual Training'School haa been
giving careful consideration to Its equipment of
lypowrltlO- machinée. Attor deiiioiistruton unti
neo of different etüiidurd machines thu »ward
va» mado to-day to the Smith Premier Type¬
writer Co., of Richmond, through Mr. A. M.
Howlson, for exoluelve equipment of Smith
Freniler Machine*.

MR. HENRY C. STUART,
Member of Corporation Commlsilon, and Leading southwest Man Chosen to Head

State Fair Organization. ,

BiLFH TO QUIT:
OTHERSFOLLOW?

Strong Report Tnat Brit¬
ish Premier Will

Resign.
PARLIAMENT MAY

BE DISSOLVED

(By Associated Frene.)
LONDON, November 23..Tremendous

activity developed In political circles to¬

day consequent on the circulation oí a

well-founded report that Premier Bal-
four had decided to bring his ministry
to a close and to directly or Indirectly
appeal to the country. Rumors regarding
the resignation of the cabinet and the
dissolution of Parliament have been thicK
ior threo montlis past, but when two of
the leading government organs to-day,
almost in the same terms, "suggested"
tho immediato resignation ot the pre-
'mlor on account ¡it the unnienda.ble
breach In the Unionist party over the
fiscal question, the "suggestion" was

looked upon as having been Inspired by
Mr. Balfour himself. This wag strength¬
ened by the knowledá that prior to tho
publication of tho editorials, Mr. Balfour
met certain Influential persons at his
official residence In Downing street.
Those two facts, when coupled, led to

the belief that the premier had Intimated
at the conference his Intention to resign,
and as he had just returned from a visit
to King Edward at Windsor Castle, It
was believed that his majesty had been
Informed of Mr. Balfour's Intentions. Be¬
yond this, however, there Is not the,
slightest official confirmation of the re¬
port.

All political Interest now centers in
the cabinet meeting to be held to-morrow,
at which It Is' understood the situation
will lie discussed. Some well-informed
persons ko so far as to · say that Mr.
Balfour will go from meetings to King
Edward with tbe resignations of himself
and the other members of the cabinet.
Conservative and Unionist papers are

In favor of the resignation of the cabl-!
net, which will place the Liberals on the
defensive In case Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman consents to form a cabinet,
but the rudleals say that the resignation
Will only mean dissolution, as Sir Henry,
If requested to form a ministry, would
certainly decline to do so until the ver-
diet of the people became known. The
Liberal panera point out that while Mr.
Balfour may attempt this "tactioal
move." they are confident It will fall on

every side, and that therefore the dieso- ¡
lutlcm of Parliament Is believed to be
Imminent. There Is no thought, however
that a political campaign will be forced
prior to the beginning of the year, with
the elections, somewhere about the end
of January.

SLEMP OÍD iT
DELIVER EWS

Somebody Waned to
Hold the tvuiisof

Leadership.
REVOLT FORMING

AGAINST "BOSS"
(From Our Regular Correspondent.)
WASHINGTON, D. C, November 23..

Democrats and Republicans alike are

wondering as to the character of the re-

ceptlon that will be accorded Representa¬
tive Slemp at the Whlto House when ho
conies again. He has not been here since
the election in Virginia. He-had been
In the habit of coming to Washington
every few days, and almost invariably
he went to seo the President for the,·

purpose of regaling ??t. Roosevelt with
storile Indicative of the swelling num¬

bers representing tho Republican party
in Virginia, and the growing respecta¬
bility of the party In the Old Dominion.
But he has not been here of late, and

the chances are that even after he comes
on to take his place on the Republican
side of the House of Representatives, the
purlieus of the White House will not
know him as frequently as of yore. It is
possible, aye, even certain, that Mr.
Slemp, Jr., the Stato chairman, will not
bo seen much about tho White House
this winter. In other words, the reign
of tho Slemps seems at an end. They
entered on their term with such a flour¬
ish of trumpets aa had not been heard
in Virginia in many years. They prom¬
ised the Impossible to the President. Thoy
went up like the rocket that sparkles
and sizzles and spurts in the heavens,
and dies Into darkness, leaving the stick
to descend to earth with what woulil be
a thud if it had sufficient weight. Tho
Slemps have not thudded, but they have
hit the earth with force enough to knock
the political broath out of their bodies.

Looking for a Leader.
I have heard doubt expressed as to

whether Representative Slemp would
even be renominated next year. The
slump In the Republican vote this year
has disgusted more people thnn President
Roosevelt. The boasting concerning what
the party would do in Virginia this fall
fooled more than Mr. Roosevelt, It Is
said the Republicans of tho Ninth Dis¬
trict, tho Gibraltar of Virginia Republi¬
canism, formerly, believed a great deal
of what the Slemps said concerning the
event of tho election, and confidently ex¬
pected to see a revolution. But since
they have read the returns they aro dis¬
gusted, and are ready and. willing to
look for a leader who can givo them
something like a victory. And there Is
nothing In tho result of the last fight in
Virginia to causo them to believe Repre¬
sentative Slemp Is the man. He and his

(Continued on Fifth Page.)

MIS5CUHI MUY DOIVE
OUT STANDARD OIL

Rockefeller, Rogers and Flagler
Subpoened to Appear Before

Folk's Commissioner.
(By Associated Press,)

NEW YORK, November 23..Sub-
poenaes wero Issued to-day for John D.
Rockefeller, Henry II. Robers, Henry At,
Flagler and other financiers to appear
as witnesses In the· two suits pending In
Missouri to oust the Standard Oil Com¬
pany and two other oil companies from
doing business In that State. The sub-
poonaes directed the witnesses to'appeav
on December 4th beforo Frederick li.
Sanborn, 'of this city, who was appointed
by Governor Folk to act as commissioner
for the State of Missouri.
The suits wore filed In .Missouri oil

March 20, 1905, and include, besides Ihe
Standard Oil Company, tho Republic Oil
Company and the Watera-Pleree Oil ¡pom¬
pa ny.

Captain John R. Seyburn, U. S. A.
(By Associated Press.)

WASHINGTON, November IB..The
military secretary bos boon advised of
tho death of Captain John R· Seyburn,
ir. s. a., retired, which occurred m
A'bbovlllo, La., November 22, 1903.
Captain Soybuni was ? native of Alalno.

He waB retired November X, 1902, for
disability Inoldont to tho service.

SPIVEÏ EXONERATED
OF DUCK'S MURDER

Prosecution Declined to Intro¬
duce Dead Man's Daughter

As Witness.
(Special to The Tlmes-DIspatch.)

SUFFOLK, VA., November 23..Accused
of murdering William Duck, aged sev¬

enty-seven years, with an axo, yester¬

day, James J. Splvoy to-day.was exoner¬

ated by a coronur's Jury In Isle of Wight
county, Va., where two acting coroners
concluded the Inquisition, which was he-
gun last night.
Dr, Gavin Rawles and Dr. Claude J.

Bradshaw said there wus no abrasion,
which Indicated that death catno by vio¬
lence, and they testified before tho jury·
that tho end must have been caused by
natural causes, hustened by tho e«cito-
ment of the quarrel. Besides the two
physicians, there was only" ono witness,
a son of tho deceased, who said ho was
driven away 'when tho altercation begun.
After consultation with Duck's daugh¬

ter, who claimed that her father was
»truck threo times with an axo, Stato's
Attorney It. U. Boykln declined to Intro¬
duco her as a witness.
Puck, r, teiiunt on Hplvoy's farm, wus

found deud yesterday after a quarrel with
Splvoy, who was arrested und kept under
(surveillance last night by Constable llra.l-
ehaw,

BOM GOULD il

Discussion Understood
and Expected at Lex¬
ington and Institute.

THE RECALCITRANT
CADETS REMOVED»

They Disclose Purpose to Stand
By Their Guns, Even to the

Point of Dismissal.A
Marked Improve¬

ment in the
Fare.

(Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
LEXINGTON, VA., November '¿3..The

peoplo of Lexington were not burpr'.î-cd
to-day when Information reached here
of the action of the board of visitors of

the Virginia Military Institute at their
meeting held last night In Itlchmond, In

their reftisnl to accept the compromiso
paper presented lo members of the third
class by Governor Alontague and signed,
by them, and least of all was there any
surpriso at the Institute. The gravity of
the situation, and It Is understood here
better than elsewhere, and persons In
close touch with the cadets nnd the in¬
stitute officers and faculty^ understood
that the board of visitors could not do
otherwise than demand a strict adherence
to their Ideas of dlsclplne as expressed
In their verdict following the Investiga¬
tions in Lexington November 9th-lltb.

Will Not Retract.
When Interviewed to-day its to their

probable action, certain members of tho
third class, particularly ¡«orne of the
"oath-bound thirteen," positively asserted
that tho cadets who had thus far refused
to express any regrets for their Insubordi¬
nation In threatening to leave- the- Insti¬
tute on account of unsatisfactory fare
at the mess hall, would not retract, re¬

pent, apologize, or In any way express
regrets for that action.
They say they do not regret the step

taken; therefore they refuse lo stultify
themseh'es by saying so.

One Will Recede.
When mention was made of a rumor

that some members of the recalcitrant
thirteen would yield and sign the paper
as requested, the reply was received that
possibly one of them would recedo from
the position taken, but that the other
twelve would remain firm to the end,
even If that end be dismissal.
Some of the cadets think the other

members of the third class will go with
the few who are finally dismissed, but
such a contingency is not seriously con¬
sidered by others, find (espec»ally by
friends "of the school who are In a
position to form a correct opinion.

Foot-Ball Game.
The additional seven days given tho

offending cadets will permit the Thanks¬
giving game of foot-ball between the
Virginia Military Institute and the Vir¬
ginia Polytechnic Institute to,tako place
in Richmond. That game will have its
weight in holding tho boys in line cer¬
tainly that long.
A visitor to tho institute would see

nothing to Indicate that a critical period
is now being passed through by this
Justly famous school. Military and aca¬
demic duties are dally gone through, as
If nothing out of the ordinary had oc¬
curred, and all the boys perform their
tasks with alacrity, even tho "oath-bound
thirteen."
It is assorted on good authority that a

decided improvement in the mess hall
faro is noticeable since the investigation
began.

MR. PALME/R CHOSEN.
Roanoke Man Made Steward of

Virginia Military Institute.
Tho Board of Visitors of the VirginiaMilitary Institute havo chosen Mr. Aaron

II. Palmer, of Roanoke, as steward for
the institution, and he will take charge
of his new position on December 1st.
Mr. Palmer is a man'who comes well

recommended, having filled similar posi¬tions with the Hotei Roanoke, the Shen-
andoah Club und the restaurant of the
Norfolk and Western passenger station In
the Magic City. Mr, Palmor hns held »Im-
llar positions in tho East and North, and
has "held up his end" wfterevor he has
been.

THE WEATHER.
Forocnst: Virginia.Fair and warmer

Friday; Saturday, showers, except fair In
southeast portions; light to fresh south
winds, Increasing.
North Carolini.Fair and somewhat

warmer Fr-day; Saturday, showers; light,variable winds, becoming south.

Conditions Yesterday,
9 ?.M.37 6 P. M.48

li! M.52 9 P. M. 44
3 P. M.01 12 midnight.«

(Average.47 )
Highest temperature yesterday. Gl
Lowest temperature yesterday. 30
Moon tempérât tiro yesterday."' jß
Normal temperature yesterday.49
Depart uro from normal temperature,,,, ut

Th.. rmometer This Day Last Year
9 A. M....? 6 P. M.45

Vi M.? 8 P. M. î?
3 P.M.68 12 midnight.44(Average.54 J-<¡.)

Conditions in Important Cities.
(At S ?, ?., Hlaatorii Timo )

rluce·, », r, '""?; "'C'· I'. Weather.?ß??ß????ß, ?. C....,.48 OD olear
Augusta .? ?« clear
«uffalo, ?. ?. it 411 Clear
Charlotte ..? ß? Clear
Charleston . Mi fi«j dea,·
Ohlcugo. 1". M 58 clear
Cincinnali. 0. 62 f,i¡ Clear
Detroit, ill«;Ii. « 64 ClearJacksonville . 80 70 Clear
Key Wosl, 1·'?a. 72 78 Clear
New Verle Oily.60 50 Clear
Norfolk. Vu.,6a 04 clear
PltlMjur», l'a.60 54 Clear
Savannah . 68 68 Clear
Tampa. l'io. M 7U itala
Washington . 4« lit Clear
Wilmington .60 70 Clear

Miniature Almanac.
November 24, 19ofl.

Sun rises. 7:00 ÌIIUII TIDIfl.
Hun acts., 4:61 Morning.2:16
Moon rises.·.. i:H Evening. 2;33

MR. STEPHEN PUTNEY.
Prominent Wholesale Shoe Merchant, Who Died Last Evening After Long-Falling

Health.

souths ve
OF

Dr. Wat son Discusses
Problems Farmers

Must Face.

SECRETARY WILSON
IS EAGERLY HEARD

The second days' session of the seventh
annual convention of the Southern State-
Association of Commissioners of Agri¬
culture yesterday was even moro Inter¬
esting that the first day's session. ?
large number of business men of the
city and a largo number of ladles acr,

cepted President Kolner's invitation to
attend the meetings, and at both the
morning and afternoon sessions the as¬

sembly room of the Chamber of Com¬
merce was well tilled with people.
Tho features of tho morning's proceed¬

ings were an address by Dr. J. E. Wat¬
son, of South Carolina, on Immigration;
a paper by Professor A. AI. Soule, on the
extermination of the cattle tick; ad¬
dresses by Dr. Tait Butler, of North
Carolina; II. A. Alorgan, of Tennessee,
and Dr. J. R. Atohler, of Washington, on
the same subject.
In the afternoon Hon. James .Wilson,·

Secretary of Agriculture and a membe.-
of the President's Cabinet, mad« an In¬
structive address on tho work of tho
United States Agricultural Department.
He was followed by Colonel John S. Cun-
Ingham, of North Carolina; Mr. N. W.
Winston and E. Al. Alathison, who spoke
on tobacco culture, and J. Al. AlcCnndless,
whose theme was the "Best Method of
Teaching the Farmer How to Purchase
Fertilizers."
At night tho members of the. conven¬

tion and a number of friends wero en¬
tertained nt a royal banquet at Murphy's
Hotel.

Proceedings in Detail.
The cçnventlon did not assemble at

tho appointed hour, and It was nearly
10:30 o'clock when IPreeldent Kolner's
gavel fell. Ucea use of tlie lateness of
the hour of meeting the reports of the
commissioners of Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida^ Louisiana, Georgia, AIJssilsslppi
nnd other States were postponed, and·
Hon. J. E, Watson, of South Carolina,
was Introduced a.s the first speaker of
the day. Mr. Watson's address on "How
to Locate Immigrants In the South,"
whloh had been postponed from the first

(Continued on Eighth Page.)

mi.mm dies,
1LLTW0 YEBRS

Was Closely Identified
With the Business Life

' of Richmond.

OLDEST MEMBER OF
THE SHOE BUSINESS

Air. Stephen Putney died last night at

7:55 o'clock at his residence. No. 821 West
Franklin Street, after an Illness that hail
lusted more than two years.
His death was caused by heart disease*,

but for several years he had suffered
so Intensely from asthma that he was

weak and unable to withstand the ravages
of disease.'
Mr. Putney came to Richmond from

Melrose, Mass., when a lad, nine years

I o£ age, and had since that time been an

active factor in the business life of the

city.
His father was Stephen . Putney, '. oí

Boston, and his mother-Nancy Howard,
of Melrose. His parents lived In Aiiel-

rose, Mass., where ho ivas born. Some

time before 1S_1>. ho camo to Richmond
to engage lu business with his uticlo.
Mr» Samuel Putney, who was carrying
on tho retail shoo trade on Main Street;
He laier became a member of tho firm
of Putney, Watts and Putney; then Put¬
ney and Watts; tlicn Steptien Putney
and Company, and at tho time of hia
death was president of tho Stephen Put¬
ney taboo Company.
? Mr. Stephen Putney was nmrrled twice.
His first wlfo, whom he married on Alay
K, 1855, was Aliss Elizabeth Alooro I.tng-
horno, daughter of tho Rev. George W.
Langhorno, of .the »Methodist Church,
'snd 'sister of Air. Alarlon Langhorne.
Five "

children resulted from this mar¬

riage, Air. Langhorne Putney, Airs. Joseph
Estes, Airs. A. P. Cone, .Mrs. II. C, Worih-
Ington and Miss Elizabeth Moore Put¬
ney, who died during the past August.

The Second Marriage.
On November 12, 1S77, ho married Alise

Ellle Withers, daughter of the Hon. Rob-?
ort E. Withers, of Wythovlllo, United
States Senator' and Ooiistil-General to
Hong Kong, under President Cleveland,
who, with her two children, Airs. Wil-

(Contlnued on Third Page.)

GREAT CROWD WILL SEE
YALE-HARVARD GAME

Expected That the Attendance
Will Exceed That Ever As¬

sembled at Contest.
(By Associated Press,)

CAMBRIDGE, MASS,, November 23..
Preparations ¡'or the annual 'foot-ball con¬

test between Harvard and l'alo, which
will bo played this year hi tho stadium
on Saturday wero nearly completed to¬
day.
Tho orowd that will seo tho ipuuo Id

oxpeoted to bo tho largest thut has ever
assembled at an athletio content in this
country. Tho seating capacity of tho
stadium, which 1b about 30,DUO, has heen
largely increased.
Both teams havo finished their train¬

ing, and to-night wer« resting away from
tho excitement lutuiuliuij tho a^soiubllng
of tho crowd nt Cambridge.
Tho Cambridge teum wont away leav¬

ing Ita captain, Danto! J, Hurity, ut thu
olty hospital h> I^itou, sufferhu,' from
a severo Injury to lile h«9ud, tho result of
which causes consldontiblo anxiety, It is
expected that Kttolton, the rltrht end of
the team, will uot n« field captain on Sat¬
urday.
H la understood that tho Yulo toam 1»

In jjOo.l condition, A cold rain for Stit-
urday Is tin. prudlctlou madfj. to-night hy
the local weather bureau, Vulo Is the
favorito.

KILLS ONE BROTHER,
WOUNDS THE OTHER

Frenzied New York Painter Baf¬
fled in Love for High School

Girl.
(By Associatoli Press.)

NYA-IC, N. .., Nov. Sl..Tho body of
William H. Jones, who last night shot
and killed Harry Brltton and wounded
Frunk Lrltton, was found this morning
ut tho rear of the Iluptlst church near
the scone of tho murder. Jonos hud shot
himself through the heurt. A revolver
vus found near the body.
The disoovery of tho body followed an

all nl-ht sourch for Jones which began
soon after the shooting lu the Hrltton
home, It Is believed thnt Join's, utter
wandering ubout for severul hours, re¬
turned to the vicinity of the Hrttton homo
In tbe hopo of seeing Jessie Dritten, and
not being able safely to approach the
house decided to kill himself.
The murder and suicide followed on at¬

tempt of Jopea to seo Jiaslo lirltton.
With whom h« was Infutuated, Her
brothers refused him udnilttauco to the
bouse, whereupon lie drew u revolver and
begun firing. Harry lirltton was killed
¡manti) and bis brother, Frank, wa»
severely wounded. At the hospital to-day
il was said thut Prunk· lirltton would
1'iobably recover,
Jones was a decorator, employed In a

ll'cal painting shop, Ho was about 35
yearn old und claimed to be a Cuban.

Verdict of Public With¬
out Naval Court-Mar¬

tial Circle.

DEATH WAS DIRECT
RESULT OF FIGHT

Hot Bath Was Not the Cause,
But May Have Hastened

Branch's Death.

MERIWETHER'S GALLANTRY
SAVED KNOCKOUT BLOW

Had Branch On Knees, and, Ac¬
cording to "Code," Could ;;:
Have Finished Him, But ?

Turned His Back. \
Bare Fists in
Old. Days.

By WALTER EDWARD HARRI«.
.·¦«.·-¦.- : ;.-:¦

(Special troni a Staff Correspondent.) ;
ANNAPOMS, November 23..Three

gray-headod} admirals o( the Amtrloui
navy,-attired in the drees unJtform. «f
their rank, .four officers of leaser rank,
also «In drees. uniform, .and all seated
about a loris table In the' dimly lighted
section room, where the ;court-martial 'la,sitting:; a pale faced boy, wearing;¦'¦ the
undress uniform of a navnl cadet, 'hl«'
eyos bright with nervous excitement,'hie
face pale and haggared with Ion» ner-;·
vous tension, his Up» occasionally curv-'i
ing: In a smile, but more often qulvering-i
In- pathotlc fashion; uniformed navel of-/
fleers, eager spectator«; cadet officers''
in uniform; a dozen newspaper corre-·'
spondents trying to write at a six by
six table, and about tho open door a
group of marines and citizens eager to
hear the testimony being adduced, toi
show that Midshipman Merrlwether -ñadí
caused the death of his comrade, Mldr
shlpman James R. Branch.
This is the picture I oarry in mind toi·

night as I glance back at tho.- court-
martial proceedings at the Naval Acad-;
emy to-day. £'.

Death Not Caused By Bath.
It can scarcely, be 'said that tha evi¬

dence adduced to-<lay was Importanti'
IC established as clearly as tho prosecu¬
tion could have hoped to establish urei
fact that In the opinion of the enunont
medical mon who attended Mdlhsipman'
Branch after tho fatal lisht. th... -lie!
blows received from the fistB of Midship¬
man Mertweiher were the cause of death.
But this could hardly have been serious¬
ly doubted. The Johns Hopkins special-·
lets, both of them were absolutely, une-"
quivocal In expressing this opinion. In-';
deed, the only feature of the testimony.;
to-day which at all approached the sen¬
sational ivas the declaration concurred;
in by all the men of medicine that the-,
hot bath which was given Branch im-:i:
mediately after the fight had nothing; to-:
do with his death. One of them thought^
It might possibly have hastened the tragic
termination, but all agreed that it did,
not cause it. ' '. '

Though the prosecution will not tß?'
until noon to-morrow, or possibly notji
until tho afternoon session, It cannot
hopo to establish more certainly that·,
death ensued as a direct result oí th··
fight between the two midshipmen. The'
defense is trying to show that the death'
resulted from a diseased condition ot;
the arterial system, duo to the over-V
training of young Branch, or that it
may have been the result of cerebral
embolism, Induced by the fight, In whlch'i
caso tho responsibility of Merlwether
would disappear. The effort has not thu»;
far boon at all successful., tne attempt'
to show that death was tho result of
other than tho fight croated some sur-:
prise on the part of the prosecution.
Spectators laugh when they discuss the
attempt of the defense.

The "Binding Code."
There Is one other fact which has been,

oven moro clearly establishd than that
the death was the direct result of the
light. It Is thnt there Is a so-called code'.
at the Naval Academy, unwritten, but a»
binding as if It were inscribed in lottere"
of blood, that compels a cadet to engage'
In a fistic encounter with .any comrade,
who has given him a real or fancied in-':
suit, and to accept a challenge to such,
encounter when ono is received.
All Know Code in Existence,
Furthermore, lt has been most clearlyestablished that the authorities.that is.'

the cadet oflleers, If not tho commandant
nnd his commissioned staff.knew of the
existence of this code, and have known
all the while. That the cadet officers
knew of It Is evidonoed by the fact that
thoro cannot under tho ternis of tho code.'
bo a ficht of this character unless one-;
of them Is present In tho capacity of.,·
umpire or referee. That the officers ot
the Academy knew of It Is proven by the
mariner in which old officers of tho navy
sitting In Judgment on the boy who,
however unlntontlonally, caused th« \
death of his comrade, assisted In,
straightening out witnesses who wero.';
trying to describo the manner In which,
tho mills wero conducted.
The fact of the existence of such n,

oode Is admitted by naval otllcora. but
more than one sny that Ita terms are not .·

a» they wore In the old day«.

Formerly Fought With Bare
Knuckles.

When tho gray-ha'red oftioers of to-i
day were at the Academy tho bouts wer«
flstlsllc encounters, which lasted as long/
as lioth men were able to take and Sfive .·

punishment, without any form of rule«:
to govern the ,·?????«.·<?. Tlio bout In which
Branch and Merlwether entraged, though
It wns lioverned by thv provisions of the',·,
po-c-nll.'<l rod», whs slmnly a prize tight, -i
The Munitila of QueeneVrry rule« gov- ;'
prned. Ju«t «·"· ,,10>' d0 '» »liure-ln*'?
umtob.·.-) I" the prize rlnir. and the fight-,
was "pulled elf" by rounds In true piiKU. ;·
llstlo et vie. l'Olir years aß«) a prise tight-
er In New York, fighting under exactly ..

the rules which governed the fatal con»^
tot at the Naval Aca«1emy on the 5th J


